
Stopping the Flood in Gurnee | Congressman Mark Kirk – 10th District, Illinois

    

As a result of the massive storms that rolled through the 10th Congressional District on
Thursday, downed trees littered homes and streets, leaving hundreds of thousands without
electricity.  At one time, more than 300,000 people in the area were in the dark as ComEd
crews scrambled to repair electric lines.  But another concern was the deluge of rain.  Already
rising because of daily rain showers, the Des Plaines River was already overflowing its banks in
Gurnee, threatening to flood Gurnee Grade School and local homes and businesses.  Many
people will remember the massive flood in 2004 which caused millions in property damage. 
The water levels had risen too quickly for the village to adequately prepare.

As the storm raged on Thursday, I called Gurnee Mayor Kristina Kovarik and asked if the village
needed assistance.  She had already organized a massive sandbagging site at Warren
Township High School, but lacked enough people to fill and transport the bags quickly.  I
immediately called Naval Station Great Lakes in North Chicago and asked for the Navy to send
recruits to help the village prepare for the impending flood.  The Navy agreed and in short order,
approximately 150 sailors traveled to the sandbag site, completely surrounding Gurnee Grade
School with sandbags in less than a day. 

On Friday, I joined in on the effort as local homes and businesses received additional
sandbags.  Together, hundreds of citizens and sailors participated in a massive effort to help
save property in the floodplain. 

Prospect Heights also called for assistance, and the Navy agreed to send a bus load of sailors
to help stem the flooding to the south.

Because of Mayor Kovarik’s efforts and those of the Navy, we got ahead of the flood waters,
preventing millions in damage.  We are all very fortunate to have the excellent men and women
at Great Lakes close by to assist in times of emergency.  A big Navy thank you goes to all the
sailors that volunteered their time to be caring neighbors and lend a hand to hold back the flood.
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  Congressman Kirk fills sandbags with Gurnee residents.  
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  Captain Schnell, Mayor Kristina Kovarik and Congressman Kirk tour Gurnee Grade School.  
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  Congressman Kirk greets recruits from Naval Station Great Lakes.  The recruits volunteeredtheir time to help Gurnee prepare for the flood.
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